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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-10 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Booton, U.S. patent 6,337,857 or Litman, U.S. patent 6,053,406 and further in view of 
Talmor et al. U.S. patent 6,510,415. Booton or Litman disclose a method/system 
enabling a user of a communications network, having a microphone connected to said 
communications network, to be securely and rapidly identified by another user of said 
communications network, notably a provider-user providing services to said user; 

said method/system comprising the following steps: 

the provider-user makes available to each of the relevant users, a mobile 
object, notably a card with the credit card format, customized by identifiers specific to 
each user and to each mobile object(Booton, col. 8, lines 20-43) and (Litman, col. 10, 
lines 58-67; col. 11, lines 1-46), 

said mobile object emits short identification acoustical signals notably of the 
DTMF type, when it is actuated by the user, notably by means of a button(Booton, col. 
8, lines 20-43) and (Litman, col. 10, lines 58-67; col. 11, lines 1-46), 
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the identification acoustical signals are received by the microphone and 
converted into electrical signals, before being transmitted via the communications 
network to the computer department of the provider-user (Booton, col. 8, lines 20-43) 
and (Litman, col. 10, lines 58-67; col. 11, lines 1-46). Neither Booton nor Litman 
disclose the computer department of the provider-user extracting from the received 
electrical signals, the location of the area of the data base containing the identifiers 
and the voice print of the relevant user having emitted said identification acoustical 
signals by actuating said mobile object, 

the user emits in clear a series of phonemes, by means of said microphone 

said phonemes are processed by voice recognition means after the transmission 
to the computer department of the provider-user, via the communications network, and 
the resulting signal is compared with said voice print of the relevant user, located at said 
location of the area of the database containing the voice print of the relevant user. 

Talmor et al. discloses the computer department of the provider-user managing a 
data base containing the voice prints of the user (col. 6, lines 25-33; col. 9, lines 51-57), 

the computer department of the provider-user extracts from the received 
electrical signals, the location (voice print grouping) of the area of the data base 
containing the identifiers and the voice print of the relevant user having emitted said 
identification acoustical signals by actuating said mobile object (col. 10, lines 60-67; 
col. 11, lines 1-2), 

the user emits in clear a series of phonemes, by means of said microphone 
(col. 8, lines 63-67; col. 9, lines 1-2) 
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said phonemes are processed by voice recognition means after the 
transmission to the computer department of the provider-user, via the communications 
network, and (col. 1, lines 38-47; col. 2, lines 1-5) 

the resulting signal is compared with said voice print of the relevant user, located 
at said location of the area of the database containing the voice print of the relevant 
user (col. 6, lines 25-33; col. 9, lines 51-57, col. 1, lines 38-47; col. 2, lines 1-5). 

It would have been obvious to modify Booton or Litman to include the computer 
department of the provider-user managing a data base containing the voice prints of the 
user, 

the computer department of the provider-user extracts from the received 
electrical signals, the location of the area of the data base containing the identifiers 
and the voice print of the relevant user having emitted said identification acoustical 
signals by actuating said mobile object, 

the user emits in clear a series of phonemes, by means of said microphone 
said phonemes are processed by voice recognition means after the 
transmission to the computer department of the provider-user, via the communications 
network, and 

the resulting signal is compared with said voice print of the relevant user, 
located at said location of the area of the database containing the voice print of the 
relevant user such as that taught by Talmor et al. in order to prevent fraudulent 
activities from occurring by having two steps for security in place to identify the correct 
user. 
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Claims 2 and 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Booton or Litman in view of Talmor et al. as applied to claim 1 and 6 above, and further 
in view of Sekine et al., U.S. patent 5,822,438. Booton or Litman in view of Talmor et al. 
disclose a method/system enabling a user of a communications network, having a 
microphone connected to said communications network, to be securely and rapidly 
identified by another user of said communications network, notably a provider-user 
providing services to said user as described above. Booton or Litman in view of Talmor 
et al. do not disclose signals emitted by the card are invariable. Sekine(col. 13, 
lines 61-67; col. 14, lines 1-13) discloses signals emitted to be invariable. It 
would have been obvious to modify Booton or Litman to include the signals 
emitted to be invariable such as that taught by Sekine or Grant or Suzuki or 
Rabiner in order to make the job of the provider in identifying the user more 
systematic. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Booton or 
Litman in view of Talmor et al. as applied to claim 1 and 6 above, and further in view of 
Miff, U.S. patent 6,748,353 or Powell, U.S. patent 5,991,617. Booton or Litman in view 
of Talmor et al. disclose a method/system enabling a user of a communications 
network, having a microphone connected to said communications network, to be 
securely and rapidly identified by another user of said communications network, notably 
a provider-user providing services to said user as described above. Booton or Litman in 
view of Talmor etal. do not disclose voice print is recorded in said data base during 
initialization of the mobile object. lliff(col. 32, lines 24-35) or Powell(col. 3, lines 
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48-58) discloses the recording of voice prints. It would have been obvious to 
modify Booton or Litman in include the recording of voice prints such as that 
taught by Miff or Powell in order to record the voice record into the data base for 
future use in the comparison of users' voices to identify the correct user. 

Claims 4 and 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Booton or Litman in view of Talmor et al. as applied to claim 1 and 6 above, and further 
in view of Chang et al., U.S. patent 6,073,094. Booton or Litman in view of Talmor et al. 
disclose a method/system enabling a user of a communications network, having a 
microphone connected to said communications network, to be securely and rapidly 
identified by another user of said communications network, notably a provider-user 
providing services to said user as described above. Booton or Litman in view of Talmor 
et al. do not disclose phonemes being predetermined or phonemes being defined 
by the computer department of the provider-user and repeated by the user in the 
microphone during the identification phase. Change et al. discloses phonemes 
being predetermined or phonemes being defined by the computer department of 
the provider-user and repeated by the user in the microphone during the 
identification phase (col. 10, lines 15-36). It would have been obvious to modify 
Booton or Litman to include phonemes being predetermined or phonemes being 
defined by the computer department of the provider-user and repeated by the 
user in the microphone during the identification phase such as that taught by 
Chang et al. in order to for the user to know what sounds to speak into the system 
such that the system can locate the said sound for identification purposes. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Behrang Badii whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0530. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 703-305-9768. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Patent Examiner 
ftrffcJjiit 3621 



